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OUNCIL “ 
NATION 7 06,voIs/y 
copy no.,33 
August 2, 1950 i eh ana 
: j FRR FAercay KEES 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL Vo (REQ 
SUBJECT: Photo Reconnaissance of Certain Portions of | : 


the China Coast ee a 
REFERENCE: Memo for NSC from Executive Secretary, same subject, 
dated July 31, 1950 


With respect to the recommendation contained in the 
enclosure to the reference memorandum on the subject, referred by 
the President to the National Security Council and the Secretary 
of the Treasury for consideration as a matter of urgency, the 
following replies have been received to date: 


State; The Secretary of State approves, with comments 
- @8 contained in the enclosure, 


Defense; The Secretary of Defense approves, with the following 
comment: "In view of agreement reached between 
representatives of the Departments of State and 
Defense and the urgency of initiating action in this 
matter, I have authorized the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
to conduct the reconnaissance requested. The 
Joint Chiefs of Staff have so directed the Commander- 
in-Chief, Par Rast.” 


NSRB The Chairman, NSRB, approves. 
In view of the above replies and of the urgency of 
this matter, it is being scheduled for consideration as an item 


on the agenda of the regularly scheduled Council meeting on 
Thursday, August 3, 1950. 


JAMES S, LAY, JR, 
Executive Secretary 


ce; The Secretary of the Treasury 
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COPY TOP SECRET 
EOF CHINESE 4p 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE < ‘ips 
Office of the Secretary , AUG: 4 las 


bei Seearrment of SKS 


Comment on the Recommendations of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
| - on 


PHOTO RECONNATSSANCE OF CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE CHINA COAST 


In directing the Commander in Chief, Far East to conduct 
periodic photographic reconnaissance flights over the coastal 
area, Of China south of the 3end parallel of latitude with a view 
to determining the imminence of any attack that may be launched 
against Formosa, the Joint Chiefs should require him to exercise 
caution to avoid creating hostilities with the China mainland, to 
avoid widening the conflict in Korea, and to avoid placing the 
United States at an even greater international political dis- 
advantage with respect to Formosa, The Commander in Chief should 
also be directed to conduct such reconnaissance to the maximum 
extent possible outside Chinése territorial waters. It is recog- 
nized that this limitation may be difficult to apply and that the 
possibility of incident or error would accompany. such reconnais- 
sance. It is important, however, to avoid giving the authorities 
on the mainland any impression that the United States is making 
a serious attempt to penetrate the mainland. by U. S, military 
aircraft. Accordingly, it 1s assumed that reconnaissance would be 
limited to that along the coast and would not include areas inland 
from the sea where there would be rio doubt about a serious infringe- 
ment of the mainland. 


From the point of view of the international relations of the 
United States, it is:desirable that such reconnaissance be accom- 
plished, where possible, by fast single planes which, while 
authorized to defend themselves, would attempt to evade an attack 
wherever possible, Similarly, reconnaissance by formations of 
aircraft over mainland territory would create most serious political 
problems in United States international relations and subject this 
' government to charges which it would. be exceedingly difficult to 
meet, . 


Should the Joint Chiefs of Staff.find it difficult on the basis 
of the foregoing to draft appropriate instructions to the Commander 
in Chief, Far East, it is recommended that such difficulties be 
immediately the subject of direct consultation looking to further 
clarification between the Departments of State and Defense. 
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